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May 4 ; 2019
Guest, fellow club members, Good afternoon.

When 1 was asked to give a little presentation covering 50 years, 1 was a little hesitant, but
then I thought, why not? But where could I hope to find history dating back 50 years.

Fortunately, an old photo album was found, and buried among the pages and photographs
were two pieces of correspondence. A copy of a memo addressed to the Mayor of Surrey
dated 1983, and a copy of the presentation given, on the occasion of the club’s 25
anniversary dated May 1994

The idea of forming a lawn Bowling Club first came about in the summer of 1968 when a
Surrey resident, then a member of the White Rock Lawn Bowling Club, approached
Surrey Municipal Officials about the idea of forming a Lawn Bowling Club i the City of
Surrey.

Later that same year, a meeting was convened at the Cloverdale Curling Club. A member
of the Surrey Parks Board was in attendance and indicated they would be supportive in this
n devour. Apparently they were very convincing in their proposal as some of the curlers in
attendance contributed a dollar each towards getting the project underway. A sum of $22
was deposited in a trust account in the Bank of Montreal.

Mowving ahead to 1969, an area was set aside in Clayton Park and construction of the
green’s got underway. This was no small undertaking as a depth of close to 3 feet was dug
then various layers of sand, gravel and soil being added before finally being overlaid with
the finest sod available. '

After much watering and rolling, the greens were in good shape and members were able to
commence bowling n June 1970.

Now the fun begins. They start with about 30 members. Fees for club membership in those
early years were set differently with Lady members being charged 25% less for their
membership than their men counter parts. Apparently, 1t was thought the ladies would be
less enthusiastic and not as adept as the men in the game. It didn’t take long for the ladies
to proved them wrong and shortly thereafter fee’s were adjusted to be more equitable.

They have a place to play and a green to play on, but as yet, no club house or watering
system. Club members in those early years were required to stretch out three seventy-five
foot hoses and change the sprinklers to six different locations each time they watered the
greens. This undoubtedly was an arduous and time consuming task requiring someone to
be in attendance. No mention is made as to weather they had their own source of water or
if they drew it from the Clayton Community Hall.



[n July of 1983, there is a memo on file addressed to the Mayor of Surrey. This memo
revealed a number of things.

(1) The city had providing the property and construction of the green, then made it
available to the Club members under terms of a lease payable over 5 years at a cost of
$1000,00 per year. The city had committed to no other support. Club members of the time
were responsible for the total operation and cost of their Club. To be fair, the city did
provide the landscaping around the club, fertilizer, sprays and sand for maintenance of the
greens.

(2) Club members had constructed two wooden buildings on the site. One to provide
some form of shelter and the second to store the greens maintence equipment. Apparently,
someone had some surplus red paint that was used to paint the two buildings. Other user’s
of the park found them to be less than eye pleasing. In any case, they had both been broken
into with the lose of equipment at considerable cost to the members.

(3) Surrey was the only Club without a Club House in which to host tournaments and
inter-club play.

As a consequence, club members had decided to build a modest Club House. In
consultation with Parks officials, the city suggested a bldg. of concrete block construction
would be more desirable. A small grant from New Herizons and a loan from the City in
the amount of $6000 got them started. The city required a responsible person to co-sign for
the loan and the club president at the time, obliged with that commitment.

(4) After many hours of fund raising and untold hours of volunteer labour, they found
themselves short of necessary funds to complete the project. The memo requested a grant
from the city to help cover the cost of a roof for the new Club House. Club members
would provide the labour but funds of $3000 were needed for the cost of the roof its self.

Construction of the Club House included a separate area for the storage of greens
maintenance equipment. They had a Club House and storage area but as yet, no washroom
facilities. 1 believe members were required to use the faciities found at the Clayton
Community Hall.

The first luncheon in the new clubhouse was held June 27" 1984. There’s a comment that
the new Canadian Flag presented to the club from the White Rock Club was flying high
that day.

A newspaper article dated 1985 makes mention of the success of the club over the past 17
years and go’s on to indicate Friday mornings had been set aside for blind bowlers.
Judging by some of the scores around here lately, could be some of them are still with us
today !!!



The Club's 25 year anmversary was held in May 1994. Early history of the club was
reviewed and some of the highlights of that review are worth noting.

(1) The lease agreement requinng $1000 payment per year for five years. There was no
way the members could be expected to raise that amount of money and the city,
recognizing that fact, forgave the club of that obligation.

(2) As mentioned, that first year, they started with about 30 members and gradually built
their membership up to around 70. It appears many of those 70 were from the city of
Langley. The note does not mention what year but does indicate when the members from
Langley decided to form a club of their own, this was a major set-back and at a
considerable loss of revenue for our club.

(3) The $6000 debt, co-signed by the president at the ttme and owed to the city. It was
held against the club for many years before City Council mercifully wrote it off.

(4) With the assistance of the City of Surrey, an extension to the Club House was added in
1994 which included the addition of washroom facilities.

(5) Mention is made that the city installed an automatic watering system and upgraded it
for the B.C. Summer Games. No indication what year this was done but hopefully,
members weren’t watering by hand all the way back to 1969.

Surrey hosted the BC Senior games ( now referred as 55+ games) the summer of 2001.
Our club hosted the Lawn Bowling events during the three days of competition. There
were competing teams from around the Province and our members ensuring the greens
were in top condition. Meals were provided for the competitors and trucked in daily.
Ladies of our club were on hand to assist with feeding and the cleanup which followed.

In 2014 we had outgrown our existing clubhouse and again, with the help of the City, we
underwent much needed renovations. . The clubhouse was expanded to include a new
Kitchen plus mmproved washroom facilities. In addition, grants from a few agencies
provided the funds needed to outfit the new kitchen with badly needed new appliances.

The year 2016 brings both bad and good memories. The use of herbicides and insecticides
were no longer permitted within the city and maintaining the greens was a never ending
problem. We were losing the battle to weeds, moss and crows pecking for grubs. A
committee was formed and after many meetings and presentations to the City, we were
blessed in having artificial greens installed.. Many thanks to the City and our friends in
Langley who graciously shared their facilities during this time frame.



Some highlight's worth mentioning since the year 2000 but for which 1 don’t have specific
dates are

(1) Rodeo Fours; This is one of our more successful tournaments held every years on the
May long weekend and always in conjunction with the Cloverdale Rodeo. Teams from
around the lower mainland reserve their participation, sometimes a year in advance. Team
members are encouraged to wear their finest western garb and a good time is held by all.

(2) Kids from the nearby High School arriving during their PT classes and getting exposed
to the game of Lawn Bowling. Club members organizing and assisting with instruction and
supervision to ensure they have a little understanding of the game and enjoy themselves.

Finally, i would like to acknowledge our early pioneers who worked hard in building and
establishing our Club. Sometimes even going out on a limb financially. We reap the
benefit and we owe them much. Secondly, a word of thanks to the City of Surrey.
Although they dida’t make it easy when they attached some financial obligation to the club
and members in those early years, they eventually forgave those obligations and have
always been there when called upon. They provided the latest extension in 2014 and of
course the latest addition of the artificial greens in 2016.

Many thanks to the City of Surrey



